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Principal's Message


Little Free Library--Now Open!


A year of social and academic learning is off to a promising
start as we implement the system and school-wide focus on
accelerated instruction, responsive instruction, and social
emotional wellness.


The students were administered the Early Fall Assessment
(EFA) and Measurement of Academic Progress (MAP)
assessment to determine student learning needs and
strengths. MAP assessments measure achievement in
mathematics and reading and MAP is one indicator of college
and career readiness. Parents will receive score reports in the
upcoming weeks. Please review areas of achievement and
growth with your child.  A parent brochure is located on the
SWA website. Contact the school testing coordinator, Ms.
Hammel, your child’s counselor, or your child’s teacher for
additional questions.


The grade level team leaders and assistant principals will
host our first quarter Hallway Party incentive to reward the
students who consistently followed our P.O.U.N.C.E. Code of
Conduct. Team leaders will also host the Grade Level Awards
Ceremony.  Our goal is to have 100% participation in these
special events. We will continue to recognize and celebrate
the students who are coming to school each and every day on
time and consistently displaying positive behavior; as well as
provide consequences for students who are not making
positive choices.


During the second quarter, we look forward to continuing our
momentum to accelerate learning.


I believe that everyone should be able to see
themselves in the pages of a book;
I commit to talking to my friends, family,
colleagues, and neighbors about ways we can
collaborate to increase equity and inclusion in our
community;
I will use my passion for celebrating diversity to
help others embrace diversity and fight for equity
in their lives;
I will use the resources available to me to expand
my worldview and share knowledge and resources
generously with my community.


Southwest Academy has welcomed a Little Free
Library (LFL) to the campus!  The new library is located
outside of the main entrance.  A Little Free Library is a
“take a book, share a book” free book exchange.
Books shared at the library feature perspectives on
racism and social justice; celebrate BIPOC, and other
marginalized groups, and incorporate experiences
from all identities for all readers. 


Books can be a window into experiences that are
different from our own. By reading diverse books, we
can increase understanding, empathy, and inclusion.  
This is how we build community throughout the halls
of Southwest Academy.  


On November 1st, community members, staff and
faculty of SWA, and student leaders gathered at the
LFL for the ribbon cutting ceremony.  Students were
gifted with books, bookmarks, treats, and more!  
Participants and students throughout Southwest
Academy took the “Read in Color” pledge:


Members of SWA’s National Junior Honor Society will
monitor the number of books being taken and shared,
and refresh the library as needed.  Students, families,
and community members are encouraged to visit the
Little Free Library to take a book or share a book with
the Southwest Academy community.  


With the Little Free Library, Southwest Academy aims
to increase the sense of belongingness and literacy
amongst our beautifully diverse student body!







Each quarter, grade 6 teachers nominate students
from their classes who have been seen


demonstrating characteristics of the POUNCE Code
of Conduct. This quarter, the following students


have been recognized:


Latifullah Alizai, Marlo Arroyo, Aiden Barnes,
Aniyah Barnes, Iliana Biamou


Aaliyah Brickhouse, Jazsalinn Brub, Jabari
Carrington, Stephen Chapman, Ashley Diaz Peraza,
Ashley Dimas, Ben Luong, Kailani Galarza, Allison


Garcia,  Oluwadamola Gbadamsoi, Cameron
Godsey, AIla Gray, Aniyah Gumbs, Shyion Hopkins,


Philip Okeyode, Luke Shell, Miles Walters.


Keep POUNCE-ing Tigers!


POUNCE-ing Students What’s Happening at SWA?
Novice A Spanish has been celebrating


Hispanic Heritage Month. We have been
learning about the great contributions
these men and women have made to


our history.


In Grade 6 ELA GT/AA we’ve been learning
about character archetypes and examining
how they show up in pop culture, through


analysis of tv shows, movies and literature.


Students in grade 6 art are finishing up
their first project to create a self-portrait


showing themselves as they are and a
superhero identity they design. The


Ego/AlterEgo project has been so much fun
and the results are great!







Occasionally, students will have the
opportunity to participate in field trips
for the purpose of curriculum related
study or outdoor education. This year,
grade 6 students will have 3 field trips:


February 2024: Arts on Stage 
Approximate cost: $23.


March/April 2024: National Museum of
African American History and Culture


Approximate Cost: $10


May 2024: Top Golf
Approximate Cost: $30 (includes lunch)


More details about each trip Is
forthcoming.


 


Grade 6 Field Trips:


Important Dates:


November 13th-17th
American Education Week


November 15th
Navigating Digital


Resources Family Night 


November 28th
Grade 6 Award Ceremony


December 5th
Grade 6 Hallway Party


December 7th
AVID Family Night


December 13th
Winter Music Concert






